
RECLAMATION TREE TRANSPLANTING

What do you have to lose??
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What are we talking about?

Various sites with transplanted trees including a 
borrow pit, remote sump, and various MSLs

Great success at a borrow pit where we took trees 
from soil stockpiles around edges

Some earlier sites go back as far as 2015 but most 
started 2019 - 2020

Transplanted trees throughout all seasons in 2020 and 
2021

Sites will be infill planted as per normal even with 
transplants on site
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How did we start?
• 2019 asked consultants to investigate reclamation sites for tree transplanting opportunities
• Our consultants were great to work with and helped make this happen with suggestions/ideas
• Many of our acquired sites are quite old so have growth around lease edges (within surveyed 

leases) for donor trees
• Winter 2019 started transplanting trees from lease edges into interior of the sites
• This will be an ongoing project over the next few years to develop an inventory of sites to monitor 

over time 
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Borrow Pit Transplant Trial
• Reclaimed North and West slopes (partial rec job)
• Unique in that we transplanted ~40 trees from soil piles onto slopes in NW corner
• Transplanted in Winter 2019
• Trees were taken from 

topsoil piles on BP edges
• Deciduous and conifers
• 2ft – 15ft tall
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5.  Saving areas with existing growth
• Where possible saving areas with existing growth/vegetation helps with regeneration
• These are great islands of habitats and sources of suckering plants
• Opportunities to leave existing trees standing and working around them
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6.  Topsoil piles are excellent sources of trees!
• Topsoil piles are usually sitting on sites for decades in some cases
• Trees would otherwise just be used as woody debris on site
• Topsoil piles can also be used to store/cache trees for later transplanting (keep roots from freezing)
• Can be salvaged prior to spreading out the topsoil
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Winter Transplanting
• Mounded snow may provide some root protection and moisture
• Can pack trees in snow /topsoil piles until ready to transplant to insulate roots
• Frost heave can potentially push some trees out so smaller should be better
• Roots can freeze if left out or not transplanted correctly with well buried roots (above -110C)
• Spring precipitation can have significant impact on survival
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Jan – March 2022 Transplants
• 10 additional sites YTD with some more 

creativity 
• Transplanted three “tree islands” at the site, 

similar to the one in the photo (34 trees in 
total). 
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• Average of 28 trees/site
• Wide variance between 5 – 100 trees/site
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Consultant humor… Tree Stonehenge
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Tracking the work
• Part of the go forward plan is to track this work so we can identify best practices
• In Siteview we can track transplanting dates (seasonality), equipment operator, consulting 

company, types of trees and survival rate
• We can pull a report of all the transplanted sites to monitor them year over year
• Since 2019 we have transplanted ~600 trees over 39 sites
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Regulatory requirements
• Gathering transplanting materials from completely within the 

disposition does not require approval.
• Collecting of transplant materials off disposition requires approval.
• Regulated under Forest Genetic Resources Management and 

Conservation Standards (FGRMS).
• Need to complete FGRMS 10A and submit it to the appropriate Forest 

Area office.
• For small amounts (like transplanting a few trees) there is no need to 

register the material prior to moving it provided FGRMS 19.1 and 19.2 
are met.
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BP 0
2016 -2021 
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