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Site Preparation: 
The Most Important Step!
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Hydro Seeding/Mulching

• Hydro mulch can suppress plant growth if seed is 
incorporated into the soil below the mulch

• Suppression of growth through light reduction and 
reflection often reduces soil temperature 

• Germination within a mulch can dry out seed or fail to 
root into the soil effectively especially in slow growing 
native species 



Where  NOT to Use 
Hydro Mulches

For Native Species:
• Level areas
• Most slopes unless  

severe erosion risk 
• Most upland areas

Where TO Use  
Hydro Mulches

For Native Species:
• Steep slopes where there is   

significant risk of erosion
• Along river banks or ditches 
• where high water flows  

expected
• Where wind erosion is severe
• In poor soils where other soil 

amendments are added that   
need protection



Erosion Control Matting

• Use instead of hydro mulching
• Only where severe erosion risk occurs
• Establishment suppression is possible
• Thicker weave = poorer native seed germination





Post-Seeding
Site Monitoring
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The Forks Tall Grass Prairie
Reclamation

Winnipeg, MB
Year 1 - 1989
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CFB Shilo MB



Home of the 1st RCHA Regiment

& Germany Army Tank 
Corps 1975-2001







Alberta Conservation Association 
Sage Grouse Habitat Restoration 

Manyberries, AB





Manitoba Hydro Keewatinohk
Hydro-Electric Converter Station

Nelson River, MB



NNelson River Drainage Basin      
11.07m sq km *







LLabrador Tea 
LLedum groenlandicum

Mealy 
Primrose
Primula
incana

Northern Bog Laurel 
Kalmia polifolia

TallLungwort
Mertensia
paniculata



MMarsh Reed Grass 
Calamagrostis canadensis



RRocky Mountain Fescue  
Festuca saximontana

































““You know – I think we’re going  
a bit  too deep with this native 

grass seed thing , Dave” 

“You’re right , Bill.  
Guess we ‘d better    
call  John & Steven……”                        
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