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Legislation addressing invasive species in Alberta



Alberta Invasive Species Council:

• Non-profit formed in 2006 as the Alberta Invasive Plant Council

• Name change in 2013 to the Alberta Invasive Species Council

• Vision: Prevention Inspired; Alberta Protected

• Mission: To provide leadership on invasive species management



Alberta Invasive Species Council:

• Attend events throughout the year

• Annual conference (March 24 and 25 in Lacombe)

• Fact sheets for ~125 invasive species

• Administer the Alberta Biocontrol Operational Release program

• Leafy spurge; spotted/diffuse knapweed; Russian knapweed; 

dalmatian toadflax; and hound’s tongue

• Help facilitate invasive species research

• Early Detection and Distribution Mapping System (EDDMapS  

Alberta)



History of EDDMapS:

• Focus was on early detection of new invaders

• Only a dozen species were included in the app

• Reports are verified and reported to authorities

• Citizen science



Evolution to current state:

• Focus more on distribution mapping of invasive species

• A tool that can be used to map and record invasive species

• Tracks 153 invasive species

• Incorporation of invasive plant identification resource.

• Ability to record invasive species observations while out of cell service.

• Ability to bulk upload data



Ability to report positive, treated or negative occurrences

www.eddmaps.org/alberta
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How to get started www.eddmaps.org/alberta

http://www.eddmaps.org/alberta


Download the EDDMapS Alberta smartphone app













Incorporating a key to assist in identifying species



Benefits of EDDMapS:

• Free, fast and easy to use, and no knowledge of GIS required.

• Authorities are notified unless you ask that they not be.

• The app can be used to record individual infestations OR to bulk upload 

an entire season of data.

• Individual reports are verified, and bulk data are coarsely verified.

• Can record invasive species data while out of cell service.

• Built in invasive species identification tool.

• Ability to download data OR view online.

• Data added to existing datasets.



The future of EDDMapS:

• Potential for a nation-wide, more robust app.

• For use nation-wide.

• Ability to report more than one species at a time.

• Revisit feature.

• More robust use while out of cell service.

• Ability to tweak data once collected.

• This will take money and time.



Summary

• EDDMapS Alberta is a free app for reporting 

invasive species.

• Can be an effective tool to manage your invasive 

species database, set priorities and inform 

invasive species management plans.

• Possibility of an even more robust app in the 

future.
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• Orange hawkweed is sometimes considered rare in its native 

range

• Burmese pythons are declining in their native range





Recognition by experts

Awareness by the public





Bugwood apps



EDDMapS.org



Action should begin here
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EDDMapS Alberta app downloads in 2018  

iPhone: 2,958

Android: 208

Total records: 5,890

Website reports: 533

iPhone reports: 1,275

Android reports: 270

Bulk reports: 3,812






